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GRIZZLIES TAKE UNDERDOG ROLE 
INTO SOUTH DAKOTA GAME
bill schwanke/vb 
9/18/69
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MISSOULA--
Last week, when Montana's Grizzlies went into their season opener with North Dakota, 
nobody knew who was the underdog. Both Sioux coach Jerry Olson and UM mentor Jack 
Swarthout insisted their team was the underdog.
But this week, the Grizzlies have to be rated as definite underdogs against the South 
Dakota Coyotes, who whipped them 21-0 last year on their way to a 9-1 mark and this year 
are rated as national championship contenders among small colleges by Sports Illustrated 
magazine.
UM Coach Jack Swarthout likes the underdog role. "It makes it necessary for 11s to 
come back right at the beginning of the game," he says. "If the kids really want to 
win, they'll work all the harder as underdogs."
Both teams have opening victories behind them, the Grizzlies a 24-10 win over North 
Dakota, the Coyotes a 33-0 pasting of Mankato State.
Montana’s offensive machine was impressive despite fumbles and nenalties, rolling up 
345 yards rushing and 51 passing on four completions. The defense was equal to the 
challenge, giving up 35 grudging yards on the ground and 121 through the air.
The Coyotes rambled for 293 yards rushing and 108 passing compared to 129 yards 
rushing and 144 passing for Mankato State.
But comparisons are useless, since Mankato and North Dakota have not met on the 
gridiron this year, and won't.
Swarthout will probably go with his North Dakota starters, and in the offensive 
backfield, that means senior quarterback Ray Brum, Honolulu, Haw.; junior left halfback 
Arnie Blancas, Sumner, Wash.; junior fullback Les -Kent, Honolulu, and sophomore left 
halfback Casey Reilly, Anaconda.
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Offensive line starters will he junior tight end Jim DeBord, Pasco, Wash.; senior left 
tackle Bill Gutman, Seattle, Wash.; sophomore left guard Willie Postler, Vancouver, B.C.; 
senior center Byron Lovell, Honolulu; senior right guard John Stedham, Chehalis, Wash.; 
senior right tackle Tuufuli Uperesa, Aiea, Haw., and senior split end Doug Bain, Kalispell.
Defensive front seven starters will be sophomore left linebacker Bill Sterns, 
Stevenson, Wash.; junior left end Jim Nordstrom, Vancouver, Wash.; junior left tackle 
Larry Stranahan, Missoula; junior middle linebacker Marty Frustaci, Los Angeles, Calif.; 
junior right tackle Larry Miller, Martinez, Calif.; senior right end John Talalotu, Aiea, 
and junior right linebacker Tim Gallagher, Kalispell.
Defensive backs starting for UM will be junior left halfback Pat Schruth, Billings; 
junior strong safety Pat Dolan, Great Falls; junior free safety Karl Stein, San Anselmo, 
Calif., and senior right halfback Roy Robinson, Glasgow.
Coyote coach Joe Salem, in his fourth year at the USD helm, will probably go with 
these offensive starters:
Senior tight end Ron Gerhardt, 6-4, 220; senior left tackle John Kohler, 6-6,255; 
junior left guard Joe Broome, 6-0, 205; sophomore center Gene Macken, 6-2, 224; senior right 
guard Jim Wujek, 6-1, 221; junior right tackle Tony Glass, 6-2, 250; senior split end 
Roger Larson, 5-10, 178; senior quarterback Jim Foster, 6-2, 212; left halfback Bob Koch,
6-0, 203; junior right halfback Steve Pelot, 6-1, 211, and senior fullback Dan Hankins,
5-10 1/2, 198.
Defensive Covote starters should be junior left linebacker Paul Nelson, 6-0, 186; 
junior left end Tim Modde, 6-0, 200; senior left tackle Chuck Stuemke, 6-4; 242; junior 
middle linebacker John LaDue, 5-8, 193; junior defensive tackle Frank Bakalars, 6-5, 270; 
senior right end Larry Ayers, 6-1 1/2, 220; senior right linebacker Mike Modde, 6-0, 189; 
junior monster back Jon Hammer, 5-11, 192; sophomore left halfback Dick Hooks, 6-3, 194; 
senior right halfback Bob Clark, 5-11, 182, and senior safety Drew Johnson, 5-10, 191.
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